
This article was posted 4 July 2010 in "Dainik Bhaskar" by Rajkumar Keswani. The relevant excerpts about Chandramohan are as
follows:

-------------------------------

Today I begin with a letter that I received just yesterday. This letter contains informations about which I was not aware earlier. In fact,
this letter is oozing with so much love and warmth that I have decided to go to Gwalior to meet the letter writer Mr Krishna Kumar
Watal.

Who is Mr Watal ? Why am I quoting almost his entire letter here ? You will understand that after you go through the contents of the
letter.

"It felt so nice to read your article yesterday in "Dainik Bhaskar" (Rasrang) dt 20 june 2010. I became a little misty eyed too. I
alongwith my family heartily congratulate you that you have brought a forgotten artist of yesteryears to the attention of present day
movie goers. The movie industry has today totally forgotten him, whereas I am of the opinion that he deserved to get Dada Saheb
Phalke award posthumously. Now very few admirers  of Chandramohan are left in the movie industry and among journalists.

I was reluctant to introduce myself, but I am doing so in the hope that my letter may carry some weight as a result. I am the son of
Late Manmohanlal Watal, who was the elder brother of Chandramohan. I am 82 years of age at present. I wish to add some
information vis a vis your atricle.

(1) Chandramohan was fluent in Marathi and he acted in 3-4 Marathi movies as well. I can recall two of them, "Geete" and "Aaple
Ghar." They were remade into Hindi as "Geeta" and "Apna Ghar" respectively.

(2) In "Apna Ghar" he expressed himself with minimal use of dialogues and maximum use of the gestures of his eyes and left his mark
in a memorable role of a cruel husband. Shanta Apte played his wife. In 1945, Prithviraj Kapoor told one of my sisters that the result
other actors managed to achieve by moving their faces, neck, arms etc., Chandramohan was able to achieve by the use of his eyes.

(3) As a result of being the beloved grandson of his maternal grandmother, Chandramohan was spoilt right from his childhood and he
did not get much education, but access to movies made him addicted to liquor, horse racing as well as reading. He had a good library
of Urdu books (written in Hindi script) as well as English books. He was a fluent speaker in English.

(4) His horse riding friends included, besides Motilal, the Maharaja of Kashmir-Harisingh, and the Maharaja of Gwalior Jeewajirao
Scindia. Other close friends were Kumar, K N Singh, K. L Saigal and Prithviraj (Prithviraj was not a drinking friend, though).

Ulhas and Rajan Haksar were no doubt Kashmiris, but they were not exactly very close friends. Ulhas (Manmohan Kaul) was from
Ajmer. It was Chandramohan who had got him his job in Prabhat Film Company and had then got him a role in the movie "Wahan"
(Beyond the Horizon). He respected Chandramohan like an elder brother. He would visit Chandramohan at his house (16 Bilkha
House, Churchgate) even during his bad times. Chandramohan treated Rajan Haksar more as a junior than a friend.

(5) After appearing in the Inter examination, I stayed for one month in June 1948 with him.

At that times, Mrs Sheila James was his housekeeper. She was a Christian but she was visited by Kali. Chachaji used to invoke Maa
Kali once a week till late at midnight. His cook was called Mohammed and one Mr Patel (who introduced himself as an ex-movie
distributor, and who made one movie signing "Gulab" as heroine) was his private secretary.

Chachaji took us to Prakash Studio located at Andheri and showed us the shooting of "Raambaan." He also introduced Vijay Bhai
Bhatt with us. Suraiyya those days was the top heroine. On our request he called her once. She addressed him as "Uncle."

(6) Chandramohan's father Mr Jagannath Sahai Watal (my grandfather) came from Allahabad to Gwalior around 1900, where he got
employment with Maharaj Madhav Rao Scindia (first) thanks to the recommendation of his cousin Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. He got
married to the sister of Pandit Madhoprasadji Mushran, a Malguzaar (Landlord). After the death of his mother, Chandramohan was
brought up with indulgence at his maternal grandmother's place (at Narsingpur)."

So this was the tale of Mr Watal of Gwalior...


